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Works in Progress  

By Ellen Holzman  

The May meeting of Sisters in Crime 
started with a bang and ended with 
one, too, as members read from their 
works in progress, which ranged 
from novels to a short story to a 
scholarly examination of the genre.  
Here, in bullet form, is the summary 
of the night:  

Linda Walters read from her police 
procedural, Killer Hits.  Set in San 
Diego, the novel follows detectives 
Kate Ryan and Joe Casi as they 
search for a disc jockey s murderer.    
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What's 
Coming

  

June Meeting 
Program:  D.A. Bonnie Dumanis  
When:   Thursday, June 2, 2005, 7 p.m. 
Where:   Joyce Beers Community Center      

Uptown District Shopping Center  
Admission:  Members Free; Guests $3.00 

District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis  

This one is bound to be the hottest ticket in town.  San 
Diego s District Attorney, Bonnie Dumanis, will talk about 
her job as the city s top prosecutor.    

   

As everyone not living under a rock knows by now, she 
chases down criminals wherever she finds them, even at the 
highest levels of our city government.  Bring your questions 
and comments and be prepared for the lid to blow off the 
secrets of America s Finest City.

  

July:  Julianne Zedalis on Bugs, Bullets and Blood 
August: Dr, Chris Holmes  

Article continued on page 3 
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In my meanderings this week, 
under www.amazon.com, you will 
find a new search engine icon to 
the right of where you usually put 
the item to find.  A while ago, the 
Google gentlemen proposed an 
enormous project:  provide old 
books and manuscripts from 
libraries all over the world on line 
for research and greater access.  
While listening to this ambitious 
idea, I thought it might take years 
before we could enjoy it.  Not 
so!!!!  They called it the 
Alexandria Project.  Once in 
awhile, I would check the Google 
site for updates.  This week a 
surprise was in store for me.   

Just bumbling along and ordering a 
book to ship a friend, there was 
this new A9 icon.  Putting in a 
broad subject matter, another 
world opened.  There are features 
on top of each other 

 

one even let 
me know I had been at that site 33 
minutes ago.  Can you imagine 
how nice that would be doing a 
research project and not covering 
duplicate ground?  You can keep a 
diary of where you have visited, 
researched, listed, etc.  I was all 
over the world and still am amazed 
at what a vast resource this can be.  
After watching the young 
entrepreneurs on 60 Minutes, what 
delightful and creative projects the 
next generation is putting forth for 
our benefit!  

 

Spring is the time of planting and 
how ironical the foremothers chose 
to have the Works in Progress at 
this time.  Our writers have great 

tales going.  Sometimes five 
minutes went by too quickly.  We  

  

were just getting into the meat of a 
story and engaged.  There would 
be a break and we would just 
HAVE to stop and munch Jacque 
Bates

 

homemade appetizers.  
Virgin Margaritas helped all of the 
authors clear their throats for extra 
special, slow and enunciated, 
dramatically emphasized 
masterpieces.  Stan Rubin was 
greatly missed for his photographic 
gems.  For the time being, we will 
adjust and vow to live up to his 
standard until he returns.  

 

Bare Bones meetings are just 
about to shift from site logistics to 
the fun part:  substantive topics for 
writing and forensics.  NOW 
would be a good time to let us 
know what particular subjects 
would be helpful or interesting to 
your projects.  What do you expect 
to see, hear, understand and/or 
need for your writing adventure?  
If the Works in Progress are any 
gauge, there are a multitude of 
aspects to consider, research and 
understand for each book. Your 
membership gives you so many 
benefits and this is a big one.  All 
of this is a two-way street where 
you

 

create the organization to be a 
relevant one.  With your input, we 

can plug in speakers for the 
monthly meetings as well as the 
conference.  For one weekend, we 
can totally focus on our endeavors, 
using the time and people to get us 
back on the creative track.    

Are you getting excited yet?  The 
committee is revved up and awaits 
your instructions!!!  

 

Linda Gayle Walters has earned 
the second website award for 
www.sincsd.org.  You might want 
to check it out and send her kudos! 
Author and member Barbara 
Serenella will sign books around 
the noon hour for the Sisters in 
Crime booth #36.  By sending out 
emails and having the flyer at the 
meeting, hopefully many of you 
will come out and stroll 5th 

Avenue, between University and 
Robinson Sunday June 12th.  
Meandering through the booths 
and enjoying one s passion for the 
printed word creates a very nice 
Sunday afternoon.  There are old, 
used, rare, new, hardcover, and 
paperback books for your perusal.  
About midway, an author area is 
set up so you might glance over 
and see who shows up!  Thank you 
for remembering to bring your 
books to the meeting and donating 
them for Sisters in Crime.  In turn, 
the profits will be used to reach 
young writers for the Bare Bones 
Mystery Writing Conference.    

Thank you great authors for 
reading at the Works in Progress 
and allowing us a peek into your 
world.  Jacque Bates and Carolyn 
Taylor, our Party Squad, delighted 
and surprised all of us.  Go forth 
and finish the great works we 
heard.  There is room on the 
quilt for your name!!!    

From the

 
TOP 
Shelly Nix-Schmaltz 
President 

http://www.amazon.com
http://www.sincsd.org
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WORKS IN PROGRESS 
By Ellen Holzman  

Continued from Page One  

The Museum Murder by 
Millie Bobleter showcased the 
author s ability to write a 
quickie while covering all the 
bases in a murder mystery.  
Jacque Bates read the short 
story, which was submitted to  
Women s World magazine.    

\

  

Ellen Holzman debuted the 
opening of her new cozy 
featuring a husband-and-wife 
team of long-haul truckers who 
bicker while En Route to 
Murder.    

  

The Cigarette Contract by Bill 
Hayes gave listeners realistic word 
pictures of sand and surf south of 
the border.    

    

Ellen Holzman, Jacque Bates, 
and Linda Walters   

Elaine Osborne s heroine, 
Brooke Bradshaw, drew readers 
into the world of the theatre in a 
romantic suspense novel titled 
No Greater Fear.    

  

High school students are the 
detectives in Julianne Zedalis s 
YA Novel, CSHigh: Bugs, 
Bullets, and Blood.    

  

John Mullen recreated the 
London of the great detective 
with an excerpt from Royal 
Blood, beginning with just the 
kind of dialogue old friends 
Holmes and Dr. Watson have 
always engaged in.     

  

Sherlock Holmes   

     

Julie Zedalis, Bill Hayes, and 
Elaine Osborne   

Jo Rubin s novel, Hunting 
Harvey, read by Ellen Holzman, 
introduced Virginia Schoenfeld 
and her irascible mother-in-law 
aka Madame Atilla the Hun.     
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Shelly Nix-Schmaltz, Carolyn 
Wheat, and John Mullen   

The Real Queens of Crime 
were revealed in excerpts from 
Carolyn Wheat s article (to be 
published in Clues magazine) 
on the two men who created the 
brilliant detective Ellery 
Queen Frederick Dannay and 
Manfred B. Lee.    


